
 

 

April 2008 

 

 

Dear Friends,      

  

Our greetings and love to each of you. Furlough is moving along, but to be honest not as quickly 

as our family might want it to move as we miss Spain, the ministry, and above all the people that 

God has given us the privilege to serve. But yes, our hearts are torn as this is a time to reconnect 

and see so many lovely friends and churches that have been such a faithful part of our ministry 

these past 21 years. 

 

December and January was spent in New York visiting our churches there and spending time 

with Rafaelôs family. His sister Michelle married last summer and we got a chance to know 

David, her husband, a little better.  

 

February was an exciting month.  Rafael had the opportunity to be in Spain for almost three 

weeks and he visited with churches in Murcia, Torrevieja, and our old church in Barcelona.  

The church in Murcia is doing very well. Dimas is doing a good job.  A new elder was 

appointed, Eliseo Garcia. He has been a part of our church for about seven years and we have 

known him since we arrived in Murcia. My only concern is for the financial affairs of the church. 

They provide for Dimas 100% plus church expenses and this is a challenge for the congregation.  

 

The church in Torrevieja is on the move and Pastor Steve is caring well for the congregation. We 

expect to pour ourselves into this church for some time in order to establish and set its 

foundation well before turning it over, but we do expect this process to take less time than it did 

in Murcia. The exciting thing in regards to Torrevieja was the launch of a new daughter church; 

it is a ministry to Dutch-speaking people. It is being cared for by a Dutch pastor, Jan Visser and 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogier Van Let. Rogier came to faith in Christ at ICA and he and his wife 

immediately felt a need to reach out to other Dutch people. Please pray for this new work and 

challenge. Upon my arrival to Spain I might be doing a little language study in Dutch. J 

 

Barcelona is the church we turned over to the Spanish pastor, 

Orellano, in 1994. He had to move to the south of Spain last 

September and the church contacted us for direction and 

encouragement. Rafael visited them and found that the leadership 

is making proper adjustments to the new conditions. A new elder 

was appointed and we as a family have committed to help in 

practical ways as soon as we return to Spain. In the meantime, we 

share advice in written form and we support them with our 

prayers. One of the highlights of that visit was to find that the 

leading elder was a young man whom we had led to Christ in the 

early ó90ôs ï YOUR fruit remains ï Thank you for being a part of  

our ministry! 

        Rafael & Pastor Mario 


