
HAMMEôS HAPPENINGS ï JANUARY to MARCH 2008 

 
 

 

Warm greetings from Northern Thailand, 

 

Our ñwinterò is quickly disappearing as summer starts to aggressively push 

its way in.  Unlike colder climates, winter is a welcome visitor here.  It 

means daytime temperatures no higher than the nineties, nighttime lows 

often in the fifties, lower humidity, and more pleasant sleeping.  But then 

suddenly, in a matter of days, Old Man Winter is gone and summer comes 

rushing in full and strong for nearly nine months.  The transition is upon us. 

 

Like the old adage says, ñThe only thing that is consistent is change.ò  

Whether it has to do with seasons of the year, politics, the world-wide 

economy, or life in general, things keep moving on.  It seems like just ñthe other dayò we were 

jotting off a few lines to you prior to Christmas, and now, in just a couple weeks, weôll be 

celebrating Easter.  Time flies! 

 

All of our Christmas celebrations here seemed to go well ï whether traveling to a Hmong tribal 

village to tell the Christmas story, celebrating in prison with 25 inmates (not 500 as hoped), or 

remembering the Lord Jesusô incarnation in our two small fellowships.  More folks now know 

what ñthe good tidings of great joyò are and why Christôs coming is so important to our faith. 

 

Yet, not too far into the New Year, there was a terrible tragedy at one of our childcare centers.  A 

little Hmong girl of just seven years of age drowned as she and several other children snuck off to 

play in a nearby fish pond.  It came as a great shock to all -- first to the 

house-parents responsible for her and then hours later to the girlôs 

biological parents.  Despite the girl being raised in a Christian 

atmosphere at an AMGôs youth hostel, her parents opted to have a 

pagan funeral; complete with the sacrifice of pigs, incantations, and 

other types of ceremonies meant to carry their daughterôs soul to Hell.  

It seems that this tribal group has the common belief that all are 

destined for Hell with no hope of Heaven.  We are thankful that the 

family and villagers allowed us to hold an hour-long Christian service 

sandwiched in-between their long hours of pagan ritual.  We sang 

praises to God and had a Hmong Christian brother give a clear 

presentation of the Gospel, including the biblical teaching on the reality 

of Heaven.  We are also thankful that the family understood that their daughterôs death was an 

accident brought about by her disobedience and not neglect by our dorm parents. 

 

During January, several planning meetings were held by our 

leadership here in Nan to determine what we would like to 

accomplish in 2008 ï whether at our school, our churches, at 

Camp Joy, at the prison, our childcare centers, or for special 

occasions.  Since that time we had our first Coupleôs Night for 

our various workers and staff.  Many of the workers have 

unbelieving spouses.  Our main goal was to get those spouses to 

come hear the Gospel plus see the value of strong marital 

relationships.  For the most part, we felt like this event was a 



success, with 13 couples attending, plus some extra married folks whose spouses could or would 

not come. 

 

The highlight, however, of the past few months was our trip to 

India from February 4 -19.  Needless to say, things didnôt turn 

out quite the way we had anticipated them.  Our itinerary 

included meeting up with six other team members, then 

traveling from Hyderabad to three cities in Andhra Pradesh state 

to visit AMG projects, ranging from schools, to a hospital, to a 

leprosy colony, to their annual Hope for India Convention.  

Both Denise and I were asked 

to speak or teach at each 

location.  After just four days in India, Denise became quite sick 

and needed to remain in bed for an entire week.  About the time 

she was recovering, Charity came down with a two or three day 

virus and high fever.  I ended up experiencing stomach-related 

problems for much of the trip.  All but one of the others on our 

team had some sort of physical distress during our time there as 

well ï whether for a day or two, or longer.  Despite this, we saw 

Godôs hand of blessing in many ways.  AMG Indiaôs director 

recently sent out a letter giving the following statistics ï ñdaily and evening meetings were held in 

three separate cities with 21,000 people attending all the different functions, including 2,000 

decisions for Christ.ò  Only God knows the true results.  We suspect the number of those truly 

coming to Christ was much much less as many who came forward were seeking prayer for 

physical issues, upcoming exams, or renewed commitment to Christ. 

 

One event that stands out vividly in my mind was speaking to 2,000 gathered lepers that AMG 

seeks to help on a monthly basis with food and other necessary 

items.  Charity was with me that day and helped to scoop out 

food onto the leaf plates they had laid out on the ground after 

the service.  The event took place behind the Kadyium Eye 

Hospital where AMG provides restorative cataract surgery for 

those who have suffered the ravages of leprosy.  It is not easy to 

look upon so many with open sores; missing fingers, toes, and 

limbs; or clouded blinded eyes, as flies buzz all about.  Yet, to 

watch those in such a condition lifting their battered hands in 

praise to God truly displays the joy and peace that God can give 

in such a situation.  He dearly loves each one. 

 

During the next two months, Thai schools will be closing for the summer.  April will be a full 

month with several youth camps scheduled at Camp Joy.  Please pray for the speakers, 

counselors, and campers who will attend, as well as for those of us who seek to oversee those 

ministering.  This will be the first real camp season in two years due to the 50 children moved to 

the campsite two years ago for fulltime care. 

 

It is with great anticipation that we look forward to a work-team 

coming in early May from our home church in Hanover, 

Pennsylvania.  Please pray for both their and our preparation 

leading up to that time.  Their main focus will be on finishing 

the recently started dorm, cafeteria, and house-parentsô home at 

Camp Joy to be used for the 50 tribal children cared for there.  


